
Picking up and moving to a 

new duty station is some-

thing all Marines expect. 

But what are the rules for 

your driver’s license and 

car registration in the new 

state? Here is what you 

need to know for the state 

of California: 

 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 

California resident on active 

duty - must have in possession a 

current California driver's li-

cense. Nonresident on active 

duty - must have in possession 

either a current, California driv-

er's license or a valid driver's 

license issued by the military 

person's state of residence. 

Dependents - must have in pos-

session a current driver's license 

issued by either California or 

the person's state of residence.  

Motorcyclists - military person-

nel and dependents must pos-

sess either a Class M California 

drivers license or a license from 

the state of residence. The out-

of-state license must be en-

dorsed for motorcycle opera-

tion if required by the issuing 

state.  

 
INSURANCE 

Every driver or motor vehicle own-

er in California MUST have vehicle 

insurance with a MINIMUM cover-

age of $15,000/30,000 liability and 

$5,000 property damage insurance 

or a surety bond in the same 

amounts. 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION 

All motorists in California must 

carry a registration certificate. 

Out-of-State Vehicles 

It is necessary to carry the regis-

tration certificate for your vehicle 

if your home state requires that it 

be carried. Out-of-state registra-

tion is valid if the owner is a mem-

ber of the US armed forces or the 

spouse of a member and the vehi-

cle is currently registered in the 

owners state of residence or last 

duty station. Out-of-state registra-

tion is NOT valid if a military 

member purchases a vehicle from 

a non-resident, unless the vehicle 

is immediately registered in the 

purchasers state of residence or 

California. Non-resident military 

registration - Active duty mem-

bers and spouses may register 

their vehicles in California under a 

special Vehicle Code provision at 

a reduced fee provided the mem-

ber or spouse is listed as the pri-

mary owner. 

 

 

 

License and Registration, Please 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :  

License and Regis-

tration, Please 

1 

HOV and HOT 

Lanes 

2 

Kids and Pets 2 

Additional Driving  

Laws 

3 

Running/Jogging 

on Base 

4 

SMOG LAWS 

A car registered in another state 

that has no smog devices is legal 

to drive in California as long as 

it is equipped as required in the 

other state. All new unregis-

tered motor vehicles that are 

brought into California whose 

odometers read less than 7,500 

miles must meet smog require-

ments and must be equipped 

with a California emission sys-

tem before they can be regis-

tered. (with some exceptions)  

New Vehicles - a new vehicle 

that was previously registered in 

your state of residence or last 

state of active military duty does 

not have to be equipped with a 

California emission system.  

Used Vehicles - Most used vehi-

cles previously registered in 

another state must meet Cali-

fornia's emission standards be-

fore registration will be issued. 

For more information, contact 

your local DMV office. 

Rules of the Road 
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P A G E  2  

HOV 2+ what?? This 

may be the first time 

you’ve encountered this 

sign when driving. An 

HOV lane is a special 

lane used only for car-

pools, buses, motorcy-

cles, or decaled low-

emission vehicles.  
 

Part-time High-Occupancy 

Vehicle (HOV) Lanes: 

Some lanes are restricted to car-

pools only during high-use com-

mute hours.  It is legal for single-

occupant vehicles to use the 

HOV lanes if it is outside those 

HOV hours of operation.  Signs 

will be posted along the HOV 

lane telling you when the lane is 

restricted to carpools on-

ly.  These part-time HOV lanes 

are most common in northern 

California.  
 

High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) 

Lanes: 

These freeway facilities are also 

called "Express Lanes" and allow 

single-occupant vehicles to use 

the HOT lane by paying a toll 

electronically (with a FasTrak 

transponder or by using a Prepaid 

ExpressAccount).  Some HOT 

lane facilities have a One-Time-

Toll feature.  Most HOT lanes 

allow carpools to use the lane for 

free (local signs will specify this 

and indicate if carpools must car-

ry a FasTrak transponder).   
 

HOV Lane Striping: 

Do not cross solid, double lines 

whether they are white or yel-

low!  If you are entering or exit-

ing an HOV lane, you must 

change lanes only where there is 

a designated area or where you 

are crossing a single dashed line 

(white).  In all cases, you must 

change lanes safely.  For details, 

see the California Vehicle Code, 

Sections 21655.8 and 21460.  
 

Vehicles With Clean-Air De-

cals 

Hybrid Cars with Yellow Clean-

Air Decals: As of July 2, 2011, 

single-occupancy hybrids with 

yellow decals are NOT allowed in 

HOV lanes.   

Electric and Other Vehicles with 

Red or Purple Clean-Air Decals: If 

It is against the law in California 

to leave a child 6 years or young-

er unattended in a motor vehicle 

without the supervision of some-

one at least 12 years of age or 

older. It is also illegal to leave an 

animal in any unattended motor 

vehicle under conditions that 

endanger the health or well be-

ing of an animal due to heat.  

Camp Pendleton base order 

states that no child under 12 

years of age and no animal of 

any kind will be left unattend-

ed in a vehicle.  

If you see a child left unattended 

in a vehicle do not wait more 

than a few minutes for the driver 

to return. If the child is not re-

sponsive or is in distress, imme-

diately call 9-1-1, get the child out 

of the car and spray the child with 

cool water. If the vehicle doors 

are locked, and you must break a 

window to remove a child, you 

can do so without being civilly 

liable. The California Health and 

Safety Code section 1799.102, 

prevents a person from being held 

liable for any civil damages which 

resulted in good faith, to render 

emergency medical care at the 

scene of an emergency. No matter 

what the weather is like, or length 

of time you need to be away from 

the car, leaving a child unattended  

can result in tragedy. Always dou-

ble check your vehicle before 

leaving it unattended when travel-

ing with kids and pets. 

your vehicle has a red or pur-

ple decal issued by the Depart-

ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV), 

you CAN drive by yourself in the 

HOV lane unless prohibited by 

local signs.   
 

Motorcycles: 

Solo motorcyclists can use HOV 

lanes (and most HOT lanes) with-

out a decal unless otherwise post-

ed.  Motorcyclists cannot ride on, 

in, or over solid double lines.  

With summer now 

in full swing, it's 

important to be 

mindful of leaving 

children and pets 

in hot cars. When 

outside tempera-

tures range from 

80 to 100 degrees, 

the temperature 

inside of a parked 

car in direct sun-

light can climb 

between 130 to 172 degrees 

within minutes. What you might 

think is a quick trip into the 

store, those 10 minutes can 

mean a 20 degree difference in 

the temperature inside versus 

outside the car. 

R U L E S  O F  T H E  R O A D  

Kids and Pets 

Fines for 

HOV and 

HOT lane  

violations 

start at 

$481.00  and 

cameras can 

be used to 

catch solo 

drivers! 



 

Additional Driving Laws 
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Most drivers know and observe 

the rules of the road pretty well. 

That is the basic premise for traffic 

to be able to flow. But there are 

some additional do’s and don’ts 

that you may not be aware of. 

Check out this list to make sure 

you are up to speed: 
 

Things You Must Not Do:  
 

• Do not smoke at any time when a minor is 

in the vehicle. You can be fined up to $100. 

• Do not dump or abandon animals on a 

highway. This crime is punishable by a fine of 

up to $1,000, 6 months in jail, or both.  

• Do not drive a motor vehicle while using a 

wireless communications device to write, 

send, or read text-based communications.  

• Do not wear a headset or earplugs in both 

ears while driving.  

• Do not drive a vehicle so loaded, either 

with property or people, that you cannot 

control it, or see ahead or to the sides of 

your vehicle. It is illegal to drive any vehicle 

with an unsafe, unsecured load that is a 

safety hazard (CVC §24002(a)). Unsecured 

loads (ladders, buckets, and loose items in 

the back of pickup trucks) can cause danger 

for other motorists, especially motorcycles, 

when they fall onto the road.  

• Do not carry anything in or on a passenger 

vehicle which extends beyond the fenders 

on the left side or more than 6 inches be-

yond the fenders on the right side. Cargo 

extending more than 4 feet from the back 

rear bumper of the vehicle must display a 12

-inch red or fluorescent orange square flag 

or 2 red lights at night.  

• Do not allow a person to ride in the back 

of a pickup or other truck, unless the vehi-

cle is equipped with seats and the person 

uses both the seat and a safety belt.  

• Do not transport animals in the back of a 

pickup or other truck unless the animal is 

properly secured; this prevents the animal 

from falling, jumping, or being thrown from 

the vehicle.  

• Do not drive a vehicle equipped with a 

video monitor, if the monitor is visible to 

the driver and displays anything other than 

vehicle information, global mapping displays, 

external media player, or satellite radio 

information.  

• Do not throw any cigarette, cigar, or oth-

er flaming or glowing substance from your 

vehicle.  

• Do not block your view by putting signs or 

other objects on the front windshield or 

back side windows. Do not hang objects on 

the mirror. Windshield/window stickers, 

etc., are permitted in these locations only: 

— A 7 inch square on either the passenger’s 

side windshield lower corner or the lower 

corner of the rear window. — A 5 inch 

square on the lower corner of the driver’s 

side window. — The side windows behind 

the driver. — A 5 inch square located in the 

center uppermost portion of your wind-

shield for an electronic toll payment device. 

• Do not block or hinder a funeral proces-

sion. Vehicles taking part in a funeral pro-

cession have the right-of-way, and if you 

interfere, obstruct, or interrupt the funeral 

procession, you are subject to a citation 

(CVC §2817). A funeral procession is led by 

a traffic officer. All vehicles taking part in the 

procession have windshield markers to iden-

tify them and have their headlights on.  

• Do not operate a vehicle that has a visual 

or electronic product or device that ob-

scures the reading or recognition of the 

license plate.  

• Do not alter a license plate in any manner. 

 

Things You Must Do:  
• You must turn on your headlights 30 

minutes after sunset and leave them on until 

30 minutes before sunrise. 

• You must dim your lights to low beams 

within 500 feet of a vehicle coming toward 

you or within 300 feet of a vehicle you are 

following. 
For more information, contact your local 

DMV office. 

 



(4 ) All military personnel, depend-

ents, civilian employees and visitors 

are prohibited from wearing portable 

headphones, earphones or other lis-

tening devices in both ears while jog-

ging, walking, bicycling, or skating on 

paved roads and streets on Base. This 

does not apply to sidewalks and unim-

proved roads.” 

Runners on base are every-

where. As a driver, we need 

to be on the lookout and 

watch for them. But runners 

also need to follow the rules 

to minimize the chance of a 

collision.  

The base order MCIWEST-MCB 

CAMPENO 5000.2 lists the fol-

lowing requirements: 

“It is required that joggers on any 

paved or secondary roadway 

wear highly visible and reflective 

clothing during the hours of dark-

ness. Joggers on Vandegrift Boule-

vard, Rattlesnake Canyon Road, 

Pulgas Road, and San Mateo Road 

will be governed by the following 

restrictions: 

(1) Run in single file on the road 

shoulder or off the pavement and 

against the flow of traffic. 

(2) Running in formation or 

groups is prohibited. 

(3) Running on other paved roads 

will be as directed by the local 

area commander. 

Building 16142 on “A” Street 

Commanding General’s  

Safety Hotline: 760.763.7233 

 

Base Safety Center:  

760.763.2366/5328 

The Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton Safety   Center’s mis-

sion is to promote the combat readiness of operating forces by 

providing safety support services. Our goals are to train all Ma-

rine Corps Base commands and organizations in occupational 

safety and health; mishap reduction and Federal Employees' 

Compensation Act costs through an aggressive safety program, 

and to exceed the reduction goals set by the Secretary of De-

fense, and Headquarters Marine Corps Safety Division. Our cus-

tomers are Base personnel, the operating forces,  extended Ma-

rine Families, tenant commands, and occasional Reserve compo-

nents. 

Camp Pendleton 

Base Safety Center 

Running/Jogging On Base 

SAFETY = FORCE PRESERVATION 

Our Mission 

FIND OUT MORE HERE: 

 
 

 Camp Pendleton Base Safety 

Center 

www.pendleton.marines.mil/Staff-

Agencies/Safety-Center/ 

 

 Naval Safety Center 

www.public.navy.mil/NAVSAFECEN 

 

 NHTSA 

www.nhtsa.gov 

 

 California Highway Patrol 

www.chp.ca.gov 

 

 DMV 

www.dmv.ca.gov 

 


